
By 1963 Alabama Governor George Corley Wallace had 

emerged as the leading opponent to the growing civil 

rights movement.  Six months later he gained 

international notoriety for his stand in the door of the 

University of Alabama to block the entrance of two black 

students, Vivian Malone and James Hood, who had been 

order admitted by a federal judge.  Between 1964 and 

1976 Wallace ran for President four times (three as a 

Democrat and once as an Independent) exploiting what 

he believed was a deep-seated aversion to racial 

integration among Northerners as well as Southerners. 

Long before these events, he would at his inauguration 

as Governor on January 14, 1963, lay out his opposition 

to integration and the civil rights movement.  His 

excerpted speech appears below.  

 

Today I have stood, where once Jefferson Davis stood, 

and took an oath to my people. It is very appropriate 

then that from this Cradle of the Confederacy, this very 

Heart of the Great Anglo-Saxon Southland, that today 

we sound the drum for freedom as have our generations 

of forebears before us done, time and time again through history. Let us rise to the call of 

freedom- loving blood that is in us and send our answer to the tyranny that clanks its chains 

upon the South. In the name of the greatest people that have ever trod this earth, I draw 

the line in the dust and toss the gauntlet before the feet of tyranny . . . and I say . . . 
segregation today . . . segregation tomorrow . . . segregation forever. 

 

The Washington, D.C. school riot report is disgusting and revealing. We will not sacrifice our 

children to any such type school system--and you can write that down. The federal troops in 

Mississippi could be better used guarding the safety of the citizens of Washington, D.C., 

where it is even unsafe to walk or go to a ballgame--and that is the nation's capitol. I was 

safer in a B-29 bomber over Japan during the war in an air raid, than the people of 

Washington are walking to the White House neighborhood... 

 

We can no longer hide our head in the sand and tell ourselves that the ideology of our free 

fathers is not being attacked and is not being threatened by another idea . . . for it is. We 

are faced with an idea that if a centralized government assume enough authority, enough 

power over its people, that it can provide a utopian life . . that if given the power to dictate, 

to forbid, to require, to demand, to distribute, to edict and to judge what is best and enforce 

that will produce only "good" . . and it shall be our father . . . . and our God. . . .  
 

We find we have replaced faith with fear . . . and though we may give lip service to the 

Almighty . . in reality, government has become our god. It is, therefore, a basically ungodly 

government and its appeal to the psuedo-intellectual and the politician is to change their 

status from servant of the people to master of the people . . . to play at being God . . . 
without faith in God . . . and without the wisdom of God. It is a system that is the very 

opposite of Christ for it feeds and encourages everything degenerate and base in our people 

as it assumes the responsibilities that we ourselves should assume. Its psuedo-liberal 



spokesmen and some Harvard advocates have never examined the logic of its substitution 

of what it calls "human rights" for individual rights, for its propaganda play on words has 

appeal for the unthinking. Its logic is totally material and irresponsible as it runs the full 

gamut of human desires . . . including the theory that everyone has voting rights without 

the spiritual responsibility of preserving freedom. Our founding fathers recognized those 

rights . . . but only within the framework of those spiritual responsibilities. But the strong, 

simple faith and sane reasoning of our founding fathers has long since been forgotten as the 

so-called "progressives" tell us that our Constitution was written for "horse and buggy" days 

. . . so were the Ten Commandments. 

 

Not so long ago men stood in marvel and awe at the cities, the buildings, the schools, the 

autobahns that the government of Hitler's Germany had built . . . just as centuries before 

they stood in wonder of Rome's building . . . but it could not stand . . . for the system that 

built it had rotted the souls of the builders . . . and in turn . . . rotted the foundation of what 

God meant that men should be. Today that same system on an international scale is 
sweeping the world. It is the "changing world" of which we are told . . . it is called "new" 

and "liberal". It is as old as the oldest dictator. It is degenerate and decadent. As the 

national racism of Hitler's Germany persecuted a national minority to the whim of a national 

majority . . . so the international racism of the liberals seek to persecute the international 

white minority to the whim of the international colored majority . . . so that we are 

footballed about according to the favor of the Afro-Asian bloc. But the Belgian survivors of 

the Congo cannot present their case to a war crimes commission . . . nor the Portuguese of 

Angola . . . nor the survivors of Castro . . . nor the citizens of Oxford, Mississippi... 

 

In united effort we were meant to live under this government . . . whether Baptist, 

Methodist, Presbyterian, Church of Christ, or whatever one's denomination or religious belief 

. . . each respecting the others right to a separate denomination . . . each, by working to 

develop his own, enriching the total of all our lives through united effort. And so it was 

meant in our political lives . . . whether Republican, Democrat, Prohibition, or whatever 

political party . . . each striving from his separate political station . . . respecting the rights 

of others to be separate and work from within their political framework . . . and each 

separate political station making its contribution to our lives . . . . 
 

And so it was meant in our racial lives . . . each race, within its own framework has the 

freedom to teach . . to instruct . . to develop . . to ask for and receive deserved help from 

others of separate racial stations. This is the great freedom of our American founding 

fathers . . . but if we amalgamate into the one unit as advocated by the communist 

philosophers . . . then the enrichment of our lives . . . the freedom for our development . . . 
is gone forever. We become, therefore, a mongrel unit of one under a single all powerful 

government . . . and we stand for everything . . . and for nothing. 

 

The true brotherhood of America, of respecting the separateness of others . . . and uniting 

in effort . . . has been so twisted and distorted from its original concept that there is a small 

wonder that communism is winning the world. 

 

We invite the negro citizens of Alabama to work with us from his separate racial station . . . 
as we will work with him . . . to develop, to grow in individual freedom and enrichment. We 

want jobs and a good future for BOTH races . . . the tubercular and the infirm. This is the 



basic heritage of my religion, if which I make full practice . . . . for we are all the handiwork 

of God. 

 

But we warn those, of any group, who would follow the false doctrine of communistic 

amalgamation that we will not surrender our system of government . . . our freedom of race 

and religion . . . that freedom was won at a hard price and if it requires a hard price to 

retain it . . . we are able . . . and quite willing to pay it. 
 

 

Sources: 

Jill Karson, ed., Great Speeches in History (Farmington Hills, Michigan: Greenhaven Press, 

2003). - See more at: 

http://www.blackpast.org/1963-george-wallace-segregation-now-segregation-forever#sthas

h.PF2EuR4i.dpuf 


